
National Art Honor Society Presents...
The CoffeeHouse
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On February 2nd, the NAHS successfully ran their 
annual CoffeeHouse. The event gives an opportunity 
for every NAHS member to present their work in a 
professional, festive way. The lights strung across the 
cafeteria transformed it into somewhere completely 
different, tying the function together. A table of food, 
drinks, and most importantly WAWA coffee, made 
the affair that much more inviting. In hopes of fund-
raising and creating an event that people look forward 
to, much effort and preparation is necessary to pull it 
off. It should not go unnoticed and this year’s program 
made it impossible not to. The long day of organization 
and dedication the NAHS officers and members put 
forth showed through the art featured, as well as in the 
Coffeehouse itself.





Iranian Crisis Pleads For No 
Foreign Invasion
By: Hannah Guan

Seen as the greatest widespread of discontent in years, 
the Iranian protests have been a prominent struggle 
for countless citizens; it’s roots sparked by the dissat-
isfaction of diversity within political differences and 
economic opportunity. A promise unkept by Irani-
an President Rouhani powerfully caused the infinite 
chants, deaths, arrests, and tortures that citizens have 
been swept by in past weeks. The people of Iran have 
agreed that these issues can no longer be ignored, and 
have aggravated the government with their numerous 
riots and chants, the demonstrators even provoked as 
far as to want the deaths of Iranian authorities. 
Vehement accusations from rousing citizens have 
led supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei to blame 
certain western nations for the anti-government crisis 
Iran has been recently affected by. These western na-
tions, including Britain, the United States, and Israel, 
may deny their interference from a disaster pertaining 
the deaths of more than 30 inhabitants and arrest of 
thousands; however, previous interventions manifest 
that no intrusion from foreigners may be the solution 
to subordinate chaos and limited riots. Although Iran 
continues to suffer from scattering corruption, past 
experiences demonstrate that western nations must 
refrain from interfering in the Iranian protest. 
Iran’s dismay of foreign interference sprouted remotely, 
as distant as Alexander the Great’s conquering of the 
Persian Empire, where Iranians suffered a tremendous 
loss under his reign. Furthermore, as every Iranian 
schoolchild knows, the 1953 plot to abolish the prime 
minister and inhibit the nationalization of Iranian 
petroleum reserves ensued, in which Operation Ajax 
was launched by the Central Intelligence Agency. The 
result of western interference?  A preponderance of 
spreading government corruption and active inflation, 
worse conditions for women and poorer classes, and 
an overall discontent with the government’s acceptance 
toward an invasion of western influence. Although 
the operation was deemed a success for the United 
States and prime minister Muhammad Reza Pahla-
vi, the unresolved effects of widespread restlessness 
towards the Iranian government is what continues to 
be remembered. In a time of government disorder, the 
western invasion only stimulated higher corruption on 
an already shaken ground. 

Since 2006, the United States has also developed nu-
merous cyberattacks for Iran concerning the limit of its 
nuclear program, air defenses, communication efforts, 
and weaponry construction. Former President Obama 
has succeeded in taking offline hundreds of Iran’s 
centrifuges needed to purify uranium. These opera-
tions set back the opportunities of Iran’s technical and 
military advancements eminently.  
 In June 2000, protests had been initiated by 
various students who arranged a demonstration for 
everyday ideals of university and learning rights. As 
a result of the stones and slogans feverently hurled 
towards police, the enthusiasm of the students quickly 
faded after well over 100 vigilantes bombarded uni-
versity dormitories and took responsibility for over 70 
injuries, initiating greater unrest in the country. For-
mer President Bush himself had expressed his support 
for the protesters; however, his reinforcement alone 
weakened the devotion and intensity the students once 
possessed. The result of western interference? 
Although not intentionally, Bush’s comment provid-
ed an “excuse for repression” due to the boundless 
disapproval; the protest was dismissed as part of an 
American plot. Throughout this period of widespread 
discontent, the western nations’ supposed support only 
weakened the opportunity of an economical benefit 
and political change for Iran. 
  

 

When Iran was confronted with its last major protest, 
the Green Movement of 2009, the government arrested 
thousands and killed hundreds ensuing the presiden-
tial election that was said to be “rigged” by innumer-
able protesters in favor of newly elected Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad . Government militias controlled streets 
of Iran, and the western nations’ desires to support and 
capture moments of the protesters rioting proceeded in 
further limitations and setbacks. The result of western 
interference? The government immediately banned 
foreign journalists, shut down internet connections, 
and sent a rush of security forces to crush protesters 
revolting on the streets. Not only did western invasion 
remove possible benefits from the grips of the



influence on the protest would set the foundation for 
the many to follow.
 Iran’s ever-growing distaste of foreign interfer-
ence is evident. Due to numerous instances from the 
past, the government has developed a hardline distrust 
for western nations, demonstrating the spreading 
hatred that has surrounded the protest. Moreover, one 
thing is for sure: the challenges of the long-established 
divisions, political changes, and economic
opportunity within Iran are in desperate need of 
change. This change, however, does not need the lend-
ing hand of a foreign western nation.

Cardi B- A Symbol of Black 
History Month

By: Claudia Frankfurth

The rapper Belcalis Almanzar, known as Cardi B, 
became famous because of her song Bodak Yellow 
which was popular in 2017. Her song Bodak Yellow 
became number one on Billboard Hot 100 and she 
became the first female solo rapper to have a number 
one in the last 20 years. Also, the New York Times 
called her song “the rap anthem of the summer”.  Cardi 
B also recently got engaged to Offset from the group 
the Migos. But Cardi B’s life wasn’t always so 
glamorous because of her tough upbringing.

Cardi B was born in the Bronx. She was raised in poor 
neighborhood and was a gang member at the age of 16. 
She was in the Bloods, which is an African-American 
street gang. Later, she would work at a supermarket, 
but was soon fired. Cardi B was going through an 
abusive relationship and had no money to move out so 
she became an exotic dancer. She says that becoming 
an exotic dancer helped her escape domestic violence, 
poverty, and go back to school. Cardi B began posting 
on Instagram and Vine and she began to gain publicity 
because of her viral videos. Cardi B gained popularity 
because of her “no-filter attitude” and became a star 
on the reality TV show called Love and Hip Hop: New 
York.

The Meaning Behind Black History 
Month

By: Emma Holland
“I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragi-
cally bound to the starless midnight of racism and war 
that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can 
never become a reality…. I believe that unarmed truth 
and unconditional love will have the final word.”
—Martin Luther King, Jr.

Each February, we are reminded to acknowledge and 
celebrate Black History Month. Respectable compa-
nies, such as YouTube, put forth recognition of the Af-
rican American history and achievements. Celebrated 
mainly in the United States, Canada, United Kingdom, 
and the Netherlands, the month offers a designated 
time for focus to be placed on the significant roles that 
men and women of the African American race have 
had in U.S. history. In late summer of 1831, Nat Turner 
led the only effective slave rebellion. The triumphant 
Underground Railroad and the famous Harriet Tub-
man freed anywhere from 40,000 to 100,000 slaves in 
the 1830s. Rosa Parks standing up for what she believes 
by sitting down, and Martin Luther King Jr.’s words, 
peace, and protests that lifted millions. These are just 
some remarkable names, with remarkable actions, that 
are celebrated and remembered through Black History 
Month. 

The month remembers those years of slavery. It em-
phasizes those times of segregation and discrimina-
tion. It calls out the traces of racism still present in our 
society today. But, above all, it allows us to go back to 
these times and see how far we have come. Black His-
tory Month celebrates where we have come from, and 
where we still can go, with hopeful equality.



#MeToo is a Privilege: Sexual As-
sault and Harassment in the Middle 

East
By:Jessica Gomez

More and more men have been held accountable for 
sexual harassment by women who have gathered the 
courage to share their stories. How to add your name 
to the list? Type two simple words on the internet: “me 
too.” Women have come together under this expres-
sion, uniting as one empowered force to tell the world: 
“we will not be silent any longer.” This movement is 
extremely heartening, of course, and not to mention 
a significant step forward for the feminist movement; 
however, not all victims have the privilege of speaking 
out. 
Plenty of A-list stories have been heard, and that isn’t a 
bad thing. Yet when we focus on the cons of being rich 
and famous and watch the internet sympathize, what 
happens to the names that we don’t know? 

To the women who don’t get to speak? The victims 
who don’t get to write two tiny words on Twitter in fear 
of deadly consequences? Who saves them? 

“In Afghanistan, women can’t say they faced sexual 
harassment,” says Shaharzad Akbar, a well-known ad-
vocate for rights of Afghan women. “If a woman shares 
someone’s identity, he will kill her or her family. We 
can never accuse men, especially high-ranking men, 
without great risk.” Victims are not even safe from 
their families, let alone a whole society. For example, a 
14-year-old girl was arrested for adultery after she told 
her parents that she was raped by her uncle. Following 
four months of imprisonment, she was finally freed 
with defense from the International Legal System. It’s 
not uncommon for victims to be disowned or killed 
by relatives who think that the shame of rape is worse 
than rape itself, whether it’s towards the victim or to 
the family.

Zainab Ansari, a 7-year-old girl living in Kasur, Pa-
kistan, was on her way to school when she was kid-
napped, raped several times, and strangled to death. 
Her body was found rotting in a pile of landfill four 
days after she died. Ansari is now a part of Kasur’s 
“dirty legacy,” as this is just one of twelve incidents of 
its kind in 2017 - far too many to have no action taken. 
Nadia Jamil, an Afghan TV reporter, took to Twitter 
to say, “Raped, killed, found in trash of Kasur…NOW 
look at this and decide what you want to use your voice 
on social media for. How long will we be silent about 
child abuse? How many Zainabs will it take?” Zainab 
did not survive, but, of course, many victims in places 
like Kasur and all across the globe do. However, there 
continues to be little word from these places, and no 
help is sent.
It’s plain and simple: being a victim can, and will, make 
you a criminal.
And what do we do about it? We sit and watch the 
rich and famous walk around in their thousand dollar 
dresses - money that could go to about a million more 
worthwhile causes - and preach for women to have 
the courage to stand up to their abusers. It’s common 
knowledge that all eyes are on progressive movements 
enforced by celebrities. The Hollywood community 
has the capability and the influence to make a global 
change, so why don’t they? When is the time up for 
child rape in Pakistan? When is the time up for the 
abusive, male dominant culture of Afghanistan? When 
is the time up for legal systems that don’t justify sexual

Cardi B turned over a new page in her life and 
finally began her new life. Cardi B’s personality began 
to give her a bigger role in Love and Hip Hop: New 
York until she was signed to the record label KSR. 
Cardi B released 2 successful mixtapes until her hit 
Bodak Yellow. Cardi B also started partnered with 
MAC and New York Fashion Week.  Bodak Yellow 
earned her two Grammy nominations. Bodak Yellow 
wasn’t just
a one hit wonder because she has four songs on the 
Billboard 100 chart right now. 

I chose Cardi B for Black History Month because she 
went from nothing to famous. Cardi B also became 
famous because of her personality. Cardi B also hasn’t 
let the fame go to her head because she is still raw and 
genuine. Cardi B is not egotistical because she 
understands poverty, but she also has dug herself out 
of the Bronx. Cardi B’s breakthrough is remarkable and 
deserves her recognition.



The History of the Super Bowl
By: Fatema Mun & Emma Holland

Every year, millions of people tune in to watch the 
biggest sporting event of the year: the Super Bowl. 
The Super Bowl brings people closer together and rips 
relationships apart as we pick sides in this grueling 
competition.

But how did the Super Bowl begin in the first place?
American football grew in popularity in the 1900s to 
the 1920s, so private businesses and communities began 
to sponsor the football teams in order to gain money. 
These sponsors gave professional football teams fame 
and pride. When World War I began and men went 
to war, companies and communities looked to other 
states to find players, which prompted them to form the 
American Professional Football Association. 
The American Professional Football Association 
attempted to unify football teams across the country in 
the early 1920s. The association started in Ohio, which 
is why the hall  

With the final score at 41-33, Nick Foles took his team 
to victory for the first time in, well, ever. The end of the 
losing streak for the Philadelphia Eagles marks Super 
Bowl LII as a pivotal moment in the NFL, making 
history for the underdogs.

of fame is still there today. The first president of the 
association was Jim Thorpe, who played and coached 
for one of the teams as well. 
 
In 1922, the American Professional Football Associa-
tion finally renamed themselves the National Football 
League, or the NFL. At that time, there were about 
8-18 teams throughout the country. Whoever had the 
best regular season record would win championships. 
The NFL did not have a postseason until 1933. In 1933, 
they also organized the teams into two five-team divi-
sions and held the first championship game, in which 
the Chicago Bears beat the New York Giants. However, 
the real Super Bowl began in the 1960s.
 Another football league emerged, calling 
themselves the American Football League. The AFL 
had suddenly gain so much fame and money, it seemed 
that they would be victorious. The rivalry between the 
NFL and the AFL grew intense when the Giants took 
on a new player who was under a contract with the 
AFL. The AFL was determined to win this competi-
tion, so they targeted the Giant’s quarterback whichz
caused the NFL to succumb to defeat. They decided to 
compromise and merge, in which they played three in-
ter-league world championships known as none other 
than the Super Bowl (although at the time they called 
it the AFL-NFL World Championship Games). 
But how did the Super Bowl even get its name? The 
answer: a toy. A popular toy in the mid-60s, the Super 
Ball, was the root of the Super Bowls name. Kansas 
City Chiefs owner Lamar Hunt was inspired by the 
tennis ball-sized toy that his kids were playing with, 
and the rest is history. 
 Now, the 2018 Super Bowl saw the same hype 
and anticipation it has in the past, only highlighted 
and underlined because of the Philadelphia Eagles. The 
mere opportunity for a Super Bowl trophy was enough 
to send the area and fans everywhere into hysteria. 

assault cases?

When we hear about women hiding their stories, 
we don’t automatically think there’s a vulgar or fatal 
reason behind it. We don’t think of the teenage girl 
arrested for adultery, or the 7-year-old left in the trash. 
Instead, we simply wish them courage and let them 
be. It’s not easy to be told that you have it better than 
some, especially in the case of sexual assault, but this 
needs to be swallowed. No matter how much it should 
not be, being able to say “me too” is a privilege. 
That said, all sexual harassment and assault cases are 
important, and every single one should be heard. The 
men and women who have come out about injustice 
are extremely admirable and courageous, especially 
with platforms where all eyes are watching. But those 
who have come out with their stories, especially the 
A-listers, should be using their platforms to make 
everyone feel safe facing their sexual harassment. All 
women, all men, everywhere.



from the violence.  A seemingly effective idea in 
conception, however almost completely impossible in 
execution.  Some children are in no position to travel 
physically, due to medical conditions or malnour-
ishment.  Even children who are able to escape their 
towns and cities are forced to elude snipers and air-
strikes and afterward face the heat and scorpions of the 
desert.
The real solution to this problem is a complex one; 
there isn’t one cut and dried way to solve the mental 
health crisis facing Syrian children.  However, the 
first step to solving this convoluted problem is simple.  
The Syrian children need aid provided in their home 
country.  The United Nations International Children’s 
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) is one of the many orga-
nizations that provides assistance to the children in 
Syria affected by the turmoil.  Their 2018 plan involves 
reaching at least 5.2 million children in Syria by pro-
viding essentials such as vaccines, water, blankets and 
many other basic necessities most take for granted.  
UNICEF’s 2018 plan will cost over 335 million dollars.  
It is crucial to the success of this plan that the global 
population make donations toward this initiative or 
others like it, an action that not only helps the children 
of Syria, but the future of the world.
Support provided to these children will prove benefi-
cial to the entire world.  These children represent the 
future of Syria and the region.  Support provided to 
these children helps to ensure the likelihood of peace 
and stability for Syria’s tomorrow.  As a nation, Syria 
does not benefit being lead by a generation of mentally 
unstable individuals and it certainly does not aid any 
country to form alliances with or provide support to 
them.  A generation plagued by toxic stress will inev-
itably lead to uncertainty in Syria’s future, both in its 
national government and relations with the world.  
A point in the war has been reached where the future 
of Syria’s children is wavering between progress and 
the mental downfall of an entire generation.  The Syri-
an civil war stole innumerous childhoods.  The support 
of the world can help to give some of them back.  

Only 14 days into the new year, already 51 children 
have been killed as a result of the ongoing violence in 
Syria.  The rebel-held Eastern Ghouta has suffered air 
raids since the end of 2017 in the Syrian government’s 
attempts to take back the area.   A chlorine gas attack 
was also reported by White Helmets, volunteer first 
responders.  Medical personnel rushed to save civilians 
from destroyed buildings and treat those affected by 
the gas.  
Syria’s civil war, which has been raging since March of 
2011, has been the cause of hundreds of thousands of 
deaths and the permanent change of countless lives.  
Roughly 14,000 of those deaths have been children. 
The violence and turmoil has made Syria one of the 
most dangerous places in the world for juveniles.  
 In the midst of the Syrian civil war and partial con-
trol of the Islamic State in Syria (ISIS), children grow 
accustomed to immense public brutality as part of 
their daily lives.  In regions under control of ISIS, both 
children and adults are forced to watch executions.  
An 11 year old refugee in Beirut recounted his wit-
nessing of beheadings on the streets like any part of 
daily life.  These children have watched family, friends 
and strangers die.  Many of their schools have closed.  
Those who attend school do not feel safe doing so. 
Young boys are being taken off to fight for both ISIS 
and the militias challenging them, lured with the pros-
pect of money, guns and a magnified sense of impor-
tance.  
Experts suggest the mental damage sustained from 
exposure to such horrific occurrences is irreversible.  
Those who live in constant fear of an air raid, for exam-
ple, startle at the noise of a door slamming or a chair 
moving across the floor.  These children’s exposure to 
such traumatic events jeopardizes their future, making 
it much more likely for them to suffer with depression, 
substance abuse or death by suicide.  As the war con-
tinues, adults are becoming more stressed, making it 
difficult for children to talk to even their family when 
they feel threatened or afraid.  While it may be possible 
for some children to make a partial recovery from the 
toxic stress they have encountered, their chances for 
healthy mental restoration become lower every day. 
The answer to this problem seems simple: find the 
children new homes in countries far away 

Juvenile Health Crisis in Syria: The 
First Step to Solving the Complex 

Problem
By: Elizabeth Conlon
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 The 2018 Winter Olympics have begun and 
Team USA has already brought in a gold medal, ob-
tained by Shaun White in the snowboarding category. 
But does he really deserve a gold medal?
 Shaun White was engulfed with praising fans 
from all around the world for giving Team USA a 
victory. He will be praised for his exemplary work in 
the Olympics, and his name will go down in history. 
But his name is blemished, like many famous male 
figures, with a sexual harassment allegation. 
 Lena Zawaideh, a drummer in White’s old 
band, accused the olympic athlete of sexual 
harassment. He allegedly sent her innapropriate 
material. The lawsuit stated that after losing the 2014 
Winter Olympics, White became increasingly hostile 
towards Zawaideh. 
 White admits to some copability, but denies 
the other allegations, calling them gossip. But this is a 
different time period. We cannot simply ignore these 
allegations. The people representing our countries are 
not as innocent as they seem.
 2017 saw the rise of the #MeToo movement. 
Female celebrities have been speaking out against their 
own experiences with sexual abuse, assault, and ha-
rassment. Influential male celebrities have been taken 
down due to very similar circumstances. With the 
Shaun White case, it’s clear that #MeToo isn’t limited to 
just Hollywood: it’s a nationwide agenda.
 How can we award Shaun White with a gold 
medal, fame, and appraise when he has been accused 
of such a horrendous thing? Americans showed no 
hesitation to humiliate Harvey Weinstein, Kevin 
Spacey, and countless other Hollywood stars, but when 
it comes to the olympics, we’re letting this slide? 
 Hundreds of women are looking for justice, yet 
we give preference to who the public wants to take 
action against. Shaun White is representing our 
country throughout the entire world. We can’t afford 
to have a man with not only a tarnish, but a bruise in 
his reputation to be the face of the United States. Our gold medal 
comes at the cost of justice, a value which our country is rooted 
upon. Shaun White didn’t give our country a win with a gold 
medal, he failed us with his actions.   
 

Shaun White: Gold Medal or Metal 
Bars?

By: Fatema Mun


